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NEW CITY OFFICE FOR THE COMMERCIAL 
INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


Offices have now been taken at 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., for the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade. The transfer from 50 Parliament Street 
will take place on the 30th April. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
HKastcheap, H.C., has already been transferred to 73, 
Basinghall Street, H.C. 


At the latter address (73, Basinghall Street) : 

A Representative for India attends daily. 

A Representative for the Dominion of Canada will 
attend daily by appointment. 

A Representative for Queensland will attend daily 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


The Commercial Agency for New South Wales 
remains at 49, Kastcheap, and it is open daily from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will 
be found on pp. 189-90. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE:s 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
ties nil receive tenders for the supply of :— 
Roofin 1. General stores, comprising hardware, iron, 
one steel, metals, oils and colours, and sundries. 
2. Locomotive stores, comprising copper and steel plates, steel 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


tyres and billets, springs, steel boiler tubes, flexible buffers. 
trollies, and cast-iron pipes. 

3. Roofing, five spans 100 ft. by 25 ft. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s offices, 55, Gracechurch Street, London, E.C. 

Tenders, addressed to the Chairman and Directors of the South 
‘Indian Railway Company, Limited, and marked “Tender for 
General Stores,’ or as the case may be, must be left with the 
Managing Director not later than 12 noon of Tuesday, the 3rd May, 
1904. 

The Company are not bound to accept the lowest or any tender. 

A charge, which will not be returned, will be made of 20s. for 
each copy of Specification (1), and of 10s. for each copy of (2) 
and (3). 

Copies of the drawings may he obtained at the office of Sir George 
‘B. Bruce, 3, Victoria Street, Westminster, on payment of 5s. per 
sheet. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company are 
prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 
Railway Stores. the following stores, namely :— 
Undressed waggon covers ; platelayers’ tools, 
&c.; lamp glasses, &c.; stationery, &c. ; hemp, waggon ropes, &c. ; 
lamps and lamp fittings; Sheffield tools, &c.; indiarubber slabs, 
sheets, &c. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, E.C., on payment of the 
fee for the specification, which payment will not be returned. 

Tenders must be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to 
the Secretary, marked ‘‘ Tender for Undressed Waggon Covers,” or 
as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. on Thursday, the 
Sth May. | 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 


According to a recent report of the Swedish Consul-General at 
Calcutta, the value of cutlery and tools (includ- 
Tools, &c. ing sewing machines and agricultural imple- 
ments) imported into that port in 1902-03. 

amounted to 7,681,216 rupees (512,0811.). : 
He adds that there is a good opening for tools of a moderate 
price: the Hindoo workman does not want costly and _ highly- 


finished implements. 
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CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Biquiries relating trade received at the Canadian Government 
to Canadian Trade Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 

’ information regarding them may be obtained :-— 

Home Enquiries.— Enquiry is made for large supplies of box-boards 
from Canada. 

A firm engaged in the purchase of old iron and steel, &c., have 
asked to be referred to persons in Canada likely to have supplies 
of scrap metals for disposal. 

A motor and dynamo manufacturer requires a good firm, or 
properly qualified individual, to represent him in Canada. 

A manufacturer of cocoa-powder and chocolates is open to 
appoint some reliable agents in Canada. 

Inquiry is made for Canadian quotations for 30 in. and 36 in. 
hickory pick shafts; also for hammer handles and ash broom 
handles. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian firm are desirous of obtaining 
from an English importer of sago flour, prices f.o.b. Montreal and 


Quebec. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further information 
may be obtained :— 


Home Enguiries—A manufacturer of iron flushing cisterns 
wishes to develop trade in Canada. 

Manufacturers of wire rope wish to communicate with Canadian 
importers. 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


Canadian Enquiries—A manufacturers’ agent in Winnipeg is 
willing to represent a manufacturer of hats and caps, and also a 
maker of linen goods such as shirts, cuffs, collars, &c. 

A Canadian firm enquires as to the demand, in the United . 
Kingdom, for casein, among manufacturers of paints, distempers, 
&c., and wishes to communicate with buyers of the same. 

A Canadian correspondent who has a considerable supply of 
pieces of raw hide of various sizes asks for names of users of this 
material. 


Note.—For further information regarding either of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The monthly report of the Department of Trade and Commerce of 
Carbide of Canada for January iast contains a report by 
Calcium the Canadian Commercial Agent for Victoria, 

South and West Australia, and Tasmania, in 
course of which he states that the lighting in small rural towns 
and country districts, halls, churches, hotels and residences in the 

Commonwealth, by the comparatively inexpensive and effective 

use of acetylene gas, is going on apace. Thus the demand for 

carbide of calcium is increasing rapidly, the main sources of 

Australian supplies being England, Sweden and the United 

States. 

Continental carbide is carried by foreign cargo steamers, under 
hatches, and importers are certain of regular supplies, which is a 
very important factor in securing the business. 

For the long journey, which means “ several handlings,” the 
carbide should be carefully packed in strong containers. ‘The 
price quoted must be for the “long ton” (2,240 lbs.), upon the 
basis of (cost, insurance, freight and bank exchange) “ex ships’ 
slings” at principal Australian ports. 


The same publication contains a report by the Canadian Com- 
mercial Agent for New South Wales, Queens- 

Fibre Tiles. land and New Zealand, wherein he writes :— 
“In the cities, what is known in the trade as 
French tile, is used for roofing. I have had an inquiry whether a 
tile is not, or could not be, made of paper pulp that would take the 
place of the French tile. It may be that, if consideration is given 
to it, such a tile could be prodiaced by a process somewhat akin to 
that used in making indurated fibreware. The objection to the 
French tile is its weight, its tendency to absorb moisture, thus 
increasing its original weight and creating a growth of vegetation 
that speedily discolours it. A fibre tile would be much lighter, be 
moisture-proof, preserve its colour better, be less liable to break 
than either slate or tile, suffer less from expansion and contractions 
through variations in temperature, and be free from the rattle in a 
storm characteristic of metal. Could a fibre tile be produced at a 

moderate cost there would be a large demand for it in Australia. 


EAST AFRICA AND UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 


In a recent report, Mr. A. Marsden, Chief of Customs in the East 
Africa Protectorate, writes :—‘ It is difficult to 
Establishment =. nderstand why no attempt has yet been made 
of Oil Mills. to erect oil mills for the production of castor 
oil. Considerable quantities are used by the Uganda Railway, 
and hitherto it has been imported from India ata price varying 

















Apr. 28, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 149 


_—— 





Openings for British Trade. 





between Rs. 2:6 to Rs. 2:10 per gallon. For the most refined 
quality, I believe an elaborate and expensive machinery is 
necessary, but a fair marketable quality could be turned out by 
an ordinary Bullock mill, such as is used for the extraction of 
cocoanut and sim sim oil. 

“The two Protectorates are full of the castor oil plant, which 
grows in profusion and requires no cultivation.” 





EGYPT. 


A communication has been received at the Commercial Intelli- 
Books gence Branch of the Board of Trade from the 
Niathenay Be Administration of the Egyptian State Railways, 
avionery, “C. notifying that tenders will be received up to 
the 6th June next for the supply of books, forms, and articles of 
stationery for a period of three years, in accordance with the terms 
of the specification and lists, copies of which may be obtained on 
application to Lieut.-Colonel Western, R.E., C.M.G., Broadway 
Chambers, Westminster, S.W., on payment of 4s. each copy. 
Samples may be seen at the above office. Tenders by registered 
letter, marked ‘“‘ Offre pour fourniture de bureaux, imprimés, &c.,” 
should be addressed to *“‘ Monsieur le Président, Chemins de fer de 
l’Etat, Caire.” 





NORWAY. 


The following particulars, relating to the possibilities of developing 
the automobile trade in Norway, are extracted 


a once and from the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 
ee 14th April :— 

It is estimated that there are only 20 motor-cars in Norway ; 
all these being of American manufacture. Motor touring is of a 
rudimentary character for two reasons: the poverty of the popu- 
lation and the mountainous nature of the country. It must also 
be borne in mind that Norwegian roads are practicable for wheeled 
vehicles only between May and November. 

The cause of the American command of the market is the low 
price of the cars sent from the United States; ranging from 1201. 
to 160/. These machines are of simple construction; even 
pneumatic tyres being absent in most instances. They resemble 
the German models of 1895-1900. French machines would be too 
delicate for the country, and, above all, too dear. 

The model most suitable to the country would be a very cheap, 
solid, serviceable car; the mechanism should be simple, as 
Norwegian roads afford few shelters for repairs, and large tracts of 
country are absolutely uninhabited. Norwegian buyers are fairly 
indifferent to modern improvements, and do not mind buying 
an out of date car, if offered at a low price. 











































150 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Apr. 28, 1904, 





Openings for British Trade. 





eS 


On the other hand, the geographical peculiarities of the country 
and the maritime tastes of the inhabitants seem eminently adapted 
to favour the sale of motor launches. 


HOLLAND. 


According to a notice which appears in the ‘“ Nederlandsche 
Staatscourant”’ of 23rd April, tenders are 
Coal. invited by the Commandant of Marine at 
Amsterdam for the supply of 1,000 metric tons 
of Cardiff coal, in accordance with conditions which can be 
consulted at the office of the Department of Marine at the Hague, 
the Direction of Marine at Amsterdam, and at other public offices 
in Holland ; they can also be obtained at a cost of 20 cents from 
the Chief Engineer of the Royal Naval Dockyard at Amsterdam, 
Tenders will be received at the Registry of the Direction of Marine 
in Amsterdam up to 11 a.m. on 5th May. 


DENMARK—ICELAND. 


According to a notice which appeared in the “ Post-och Inrikes 
Tidningar” of 19th April, a communication 


Bag -nsig has been received from the Swedish and Nor- 

, wegian Consul-General in Copenhagen to the 

Fencing. effect that during the years 1905 to 1909, an 

annual sum of 100,000 kroner (about 5,500/.) will be devoted by 

the provincial treasury of Iceland to granting loans for the purchase 
of galvanised barbed wire for fencing farms. 


BELGIUM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp, 

Public Works. notifying that tenders are invited by the 

Municipality of that town for the execution of 
the following public works :— 

1. The supply of 225 cast-iron curbs. 

2. The installation of additional heating apparatus in the 
Flemish theatre. 

3. The painting of an iron shed on the East Quay of the 
Lefebvre Dock. 

4. The installation of heating apparatus in the Gymnasium of 
the State Secondary School. 

The amounts of the deposits required on each tender are 
respectively :—(1), 40/.; (2), 120/.; (3), 12/.; and (4), 807. The 
specifications may be examined at the Town H all, Antwerp. 

All tenders must be sent in sealed envelopes, by registered 
letter, addressed to the Burgomaster, and must reach the Town 
Hall, Antwerp, not later than Tuesday morning, 3rd May, 1904. 
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FRANCE--ALGERIA. 


The Governor-General of Algeria has recently issued a circular, 

advising the natives to discard the antiquated 

Ploughs. ploughs, now generally in use, in favour of 
modern implements. 

Of the 2,800,000 hectares in Algeria devoted to the growing of 
corn, more than 2 300,000 are cultivated by natives. If, therefore, 
the Governor-General’s suggestions are adopted—and it is pro- 
posed to allocate grants of money for the purchase of suitable 
implements—there would appear to be a good opening for ploughs 
in Algeria. 














PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” for 22nd April contains a notice 
expressing the Royal approval of a plan for the 
construction of the first section of the railway 
from Pocinho to Miranda, namely, that com- 
prised between the station of Pocinho and Moncorvo, a distance of 
12,240 metres. The construction of this railway has been ordered 
to be proceeded with without delay. 


The ‘“ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen on appli- 
cation at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W. (on and after Satur- 
day, the 30th instant, at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.), any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). 


Railway 
Construction. 





PORTUGAL—AZORES. 


The “ Diario de Governo,” of 16th April contains a copy of a 

Electric Lichtin Royal Decree approving the contract entered 

gains into between the Municipality of Horta and 

ae. Senhor Lino José das Neves for the lighting by 
electricity of the town of Horta in the Island of Fayal, Azores. 


The “ Diario” may be seen by persons interested on application 
at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. (on and after Saturday, the 
30th inst., at 73, Basinghall Street, H.C.), any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 21st April publishes copy of a Royal 
Decree granting to the Sociedad Minera y 
Metalurgica de Peiiarroya the concession to 
construct and work without State subvention 


Railway 
Material. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


that section of the narrow gauge railway from Llerena (Province 
of Badajos) to Linares (Province of Juen) included between 
Pejiarroya and Pozoblanco. 


The same “‘ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders for the 

Shipbuildin supply to the Administrative Committee of the 

> 5 Cartagena Arsenal of certain material for the 

cruiser ‘‘ Cataluiia,” of the upset value of 16,482 

pesetas (about 470/.), in accordance with conditions which can be 

seen at the Secretariat of the Arsenal. Tenders will be opened on 

14th June. A deposit of 824 pesetas (about 23/.) is required to 
qualify any tender. 


The “‘ Gaceta de Madrid ” for 22nd April contains a notice calling 
for tenders for the supply of certain lubricants 

Lubricants. to the Ferrol Arsenal, in accordance with parti- 
culars and conditions which can be seen at the 

Secretariat of the Arsenal in Ferrol, and at the Office of the Naval 
Commandant, Corufia. The upset value of the lubricants required is 
29,800 pesetas (about 850/.). A deposit of 700 pesetas (about 201.) 
is required from persons desiring to tender. The date of the 
opening of tenders is to be subsequently announced in the “ Gaceta.” 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 24th April contains notices calling 
for tenders for the construction of the following 
Telephone Lines. inter-urban telephone lines, viz. :— 
One from Madrid to Santander, Asturias and 
Galicia. 

One from Madrid to Malaga and Cadiz, and 

One from Madrid to the French frontier between Hendaye and 
Portbou. 

In each case the average cost of line, including stations, speaking 
boxes and the complete installation, is calculated at 1,800 pesetas 
per kilometre (about 831. per mile) of uncovered wire, and 14,700 
pesetas per kilometre (about 680/. per mile) of aerial cable; the 
competition will turn on the reduction of these figures. Tenders 
will be received within a period of 40 days after the publication of 
the notice in the “ Gaceta” at the office of the Director of Tele- 
graphs, Madrid, and at certain offices in the Spanish provinces. 
A deposit of 10,000 pesetas (about 2901.) is required in each of the 
three cases to qualify any tender. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


? 


The same issue of the “‘ Gaceta” publishes a notification inviting 
tenders for the installation and working of a 
telephone system with its central station at 
Vich and subsidiary stations at Maulleu, San 
Vicente de Torellé and Ripoll. ‘Tenders are to be based on a plan 
presented by the Compaiia Peninsular de Teléfones, who will 
have the preference on equal terms, and the competition will turn 
on the reduction of the period of the concession, viz., 20 years. 
Tenders will be received at the office of the Director-General of 
Posts and Telegraphs, Madrid, within 30 days of the notice in the 
“Gaceta,’ a deposit of 2,000 pesetas (about 58/.) being required 
to qualify any tender. 


Telephone 
System. 


The above issues of the ‘‘ Gacetas” may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. 
(on and after Saturday, the 380th inst., at 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C.), any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





SPAIN—FERNANDO-PO. 


The ‘‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 21st April states that 
there is an opening in Fernando-Po for corru- 
‘eel gated iron buildings, bridges, rails, trollies, &c. 
gricultural g | . Raggi seg Be ga 

Machinery &. overa new roa 5 are eine opene an 

,; some important public works are projected. 

The employment of agricultural machines, especially those for 
the preparation of cocoa and coffee, is likely to become more 
general, seeing the progress now being made in the cultivation of 
these products. 


Iron Buildings, 





ITALY. 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 22nd April contains a notice calling 
g 4 for tenders for the supply to the Italian Navy 
ages of screws and brace bits, of the estimated 


Brace Bits. = alue of 1,8251, 

Tenders will be received up to the 6th May at the Royal 
Arsenals of Spezia, Naples, Venice and Taranto: they must be 
made out on Government stamped paper of one lira. A deposit 
of 1841. is required to qualify any tender. 

' The special conditions of contract may be seen at the Ministry 
of Marine, at the Directorates-General of the Royal Arsenals, at 
the Technical Offices of the Navy, Genoa, and at the principal 
Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Consul-General at 
Genoa a despatch forwarding translation of 
Brooms. a notice inviting tenders for the supply to 
the Italian Navy, of brooms, to the estimated 
value of 5000. 

Tenders will be opened on the 16th May, at the Royal Arsenals 
at Spezia and Naples; they must be made out on Government 
stamped paper of one lira. A deposit of 52/. is required to 
qualify any tender. . 

The special conditions of contract may be seen at the Ministry 
of Marine, Rome, at the Directorates-General of the Royal 
Arsenals, at the Technical Offices of the Navy, Genoa, and at the 
principal Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 

It should be noted that tenders would have to be made through 
some local representative who could make himself acquainted with 
the requirements. 





SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office an 

extract from a despatch from H.M. Legation at 
Railway Material. Belgrade, stating that the Skupshtina have 

consented to the proposal to borrow 3,000,000 
dinars (120,0001.) yearly, from the “ Credit Foncier Serbe,” for the 
construction, by the Government, of the proposed railway lines 
referred to in the “ Board of Trade Journal,” of 21st January last, 
p. 107, beginning with the Parachin-Zaitchar and Belgrade-Valjevo 
lines ; but considerable delay may be expected before the financial 
arrangements are completed and sanctioned by the State Council, 
and it is still undecided whether the lines shall be broad or narrow 


gauge. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The “ Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ” of 
the 16th April contains an article urging 
Turkish agriculturists to extend the export 
trade in forage. Means of communication in 
Turkey are being improved, and railway goods tariffs are being 
reduced; the only serious drawback to exportation on a large 
scale is the space occupied by hay and straw when packed in the 
ordinary way. 

“There exists, however,” adds the “ Journal,” “a very simple 
method of overcoming this inconvenience, which consists in 
making use of machines reducing haystacks to a fifth or sixth of 
their original size. Thanks to these powerful machines, straw and 


Forage 
Compressers. 
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hay can, at little cost, be sent to all parts as soon as the harvest is 
finished. An English firm in 1894 inaugurated this system of 
forage compression. Its adoption would greatly benefit ‘Turkey, a 
country where fodder, straw, clover and lucerne of good quality 
exist in great abundance.” 





CUBA. 


The message of the Cuban President to the Congress, which is 

published in the “ Gaceta Oficial” of 5th April, 
Lighthouse Work. contains the following passages with reference 

to the lighthouse works on the Cuban coast 
line:—‘‘ In order that the lighthouses of Cuba may duly fulfil 
their proper functions, and taking into consideration the fact that 
the work of lighthouse repair in Cuba has for many years been 
neglected, a body of workmen under the direction of an expert in 
lighthouse works has been organised to undertake the necessary 
repairs as fully as can be done within the sum voted for the 
purpose.” 


With reference to public buildings generally, the President 
says :—‘“‘ Considering the number of buildings 
of all kinds which the Cuban Government 
possesses in the Island, the majority of which 
have been allowed for many years to fall into neglect, and which 
are almost all devoid of proper sanitary arrangements, the sum of 
100,000 pesos (about 1,750/.) which is annually voted to the work 
of repair and improvement of Government buildings, must be con- 
sidered insufficient.” 


Sanitary 
Appliances. 





ARGENTINA. 


The “ Boletin Oficial ” of 19th March contains a Decree approving 

Material for the contract entered into between the Directorate- 

Harbour Works General of Hydraulic Works and Don Francisco 

‘ Lavalle for the construction of defence works at 

the northern basin (‘‘ Darsena Norte”) of Buenos Aires for the 
sum of 431,385 pesos currency (about 37,000/.). 


The “ Boletin” may be seen by persons interested on applica- 
tion at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. (on and after 
Saturday, the 30th inst., at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.), any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). 
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CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial” for 26th February contains a Decree esta- 
blishing a department to arrange for and 
Stationery. supervise the supply to the various depart- 
ments of Chile of stationery, books, office 

requisites, &c. 

The ‘‘ Diario” may be seen by persons interested on application 
at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. (on and after Saturday, the 
30th inst., at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.), any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





BRAZIL. 


The “ Diario Official,” of 31st March, contains a Decree approving 
certain conditions and units of cost of work for 

Cost of Labour. the first 60 kilometres of the prolongation of 

the Central Brazilian Railway, from Curvello to 
the bank of the River San Francisco. 

The tables attached to this Decree, which contain interesting 
particulars as to the cost of labour, &c., in that part of Brazil, may 
be seen by persons interested on application at the Offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W. (on and after Saturday, the 30th inst., at 73, 
Basinghall Street, K.C.), any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


Referring to the notice in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 21st 
April, p. 110, respecting a call for tenders for 
the erection of a theatre at Rio de Janeiro, it 
may be noted that the issue of the “ Brazilian 
Review ” for 29th March contains a full trans- 
lation (in English) of the notice inviting tenders. The issue 
referred to may be consulted on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W. (on and after Saturday, the 30th instant, at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C.), any day between the hours of 10 am. and 5 p,m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to ] p.m.). 

Copies (price 1s. 2d.) may be obtained at the offices of the sale 
agents in London, Messrs. G. Street & Co., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 


Erection of a 
Theatre at 
Rio de Janeiro. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


Adverting to the notice published in the “Board of Trade 
St. Louis Journal” of 3rd December last, pp. 437-8, the 
Exhibition : Board of Trade have received from the Royal 
British Section Commission for the St. Louis Exhibition, a 
’ copy of the British Official General catalogue 
relating to the exhibits in all of the British sections. The 
Exhibition itself, it may be noted, will be officially opened on the 
30th April. 

The publication referred to may be seen by persons interested 
on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. (on and after 
Saturday, the 30th April, at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.), any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 633 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for 3lst December 


Realm last on the subject of the copyright protection 
a : oa ht proposed to be accorded to foreign exhibitors of 
PITS literary, artistic, or musical works at the 


Protection. —_—_‘St. Louis Exhibition, it is to be observed that 
the Bill referred to in the notice in question was approved on 
7th January. Some doubt had, however, arisen as to whether the 
provisions of the United States Statutes, which prohibit the im- 
portation of copyright books, &c., not made from type set within tke 
United States, as well as of articles not copyright but bearing the 
statutory notice of copyright, were still valid as regards articles 
for the exhibition, as the provisions in question would clearly 
operate to defeat the provisions of the Act according temporary 
copyright protection to exhibitors at St. Louis. It has now been 
decided by the United States Treasury Department (Treasury 
Decision No. 25,097) that the operation of all statutes inconsistent 
with the Act of 7th January, 1904, is suspended, and the interdict 
upon importation of certain goods referred to is removed during 
the period of the temporary copyright protection accorded to 
articles for exhibition at St. Louis. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Liberia.—A report on the trade of Liberia for the year 1903 has 
recently been issued by the Foreign Office, in course of which H.M. 
Consul at Monrovia writes :— 

‘« ‘The two. laws which most hinder development are those pro- 
hibiting any but Liberian subjects from holding land, and the 
prohibition of foreigners trading in the interior or anywhere but 
the officia) ports of entry. 

“Some firms advance goods on cash to Liberian or native 
traders, but this, as a general rule, has proved unsatisfactory. 

** Another system which European firms have adopted is that of 
financing some local Liberian merchant, but this has also proved 
on more than one occasion disastrous. . 

“There are honest and capable Liberian merchants, but the 
European merchant should invariably make most careful and 
minute inquiry as to the status and honesty of the persons apply- 
ing for credit. .. . : 

‘“‘ The far greater portion of the import trade is in the hands of 
German firms. . . . The steamers calling most regularly belong 
to the Woermann Line (of Hamburg). 

‘Germany exports blue prints (Blaudruck), .exclusively from 
Germany ; clothing; boots; shoes; hats; matches; cheap soap; 
earthenware ; rice; salt; sewing machines; flour; wines; sacks 
and sacking; glass; hardware; enamelled goods; _ cutlasses; 
guns; caps; gunpowder; inferior galvanised iron; stationery ; 
cutlery ; lamps ; ready-made clothing, &&. .. . 

“ Owing to the reasons given above, it is hard to say what 
openings there are for British trade, but in view of the fact that 
the German firms do a considerable business and are enlarging 
their sphere of activity, there is no reason why British firms 

‘should not compete. In the list of German exports many articles 
are mentioned which are also manufactured in the United Kingdom, 
but for these there can be no market in Liberia unless the British 
manufacturer can reduce his price in order to compete with the 
German-made article.” (oreign Office, Annual Series, 3,135.) 





TIN DEPOSITS OF ALASKA. 


The following particulars of the tin deposits of Alaska are taken 
from a report of the United States Geological Survey, summarised 
in the New York “Iron Age” of 7th April :— 

The known occurrences of tin in Alaska are in what is called 
the York region of the Seward Peninsula. This region derives its 
name from Cape York, an ill-defined promontory on the Behring Sea 
about 90 miles north-west of Nome. It extends westward from 
this cape, and includes Cape Prince of Wales, the most western 
point of the Continent. The region has the form of an isosceles 
triangle, with its apex at Cape Prince of Wales, and its two sides 
formed by the shore lines of the Arctic Ocean and Behring Sea. 
The occurrence of tin-bearing lodes in the bed rock has been 
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verified by the Geological Survey at points known as Lost River 
and Cape Mountain. The occurrence of tin in placer deposits 
has been confirmed on Anikovik River, Buhner Creek, a tributary 
of the Anikovik, and on Buck Creek, a tributary of Grouse Creek, 
which flows through Mint River into the Lopp Lagoon. Tin ore 
has also been reported from a great many other localities which 
have not been thoroughly examined by geologists. The tin 
deposits, so far as is known, do not follow any definite system, and 
are confined to no particular belt or zone, The known occurrences 
of tin ore are described under the headings “‘ Lost River,” ‘“ Cape 
Mountain,” ‘ Buck Creek,’ “ Buhner Creek,” and ‘“ Anikovik 
River.” | 

Lost River.—Lode tin deposits have been found four or five miles 
from the coast on Lost River, which enters the Behring Sea ten 
miles west of Port Clarence. 

‘'o summarise briefly the evidence in regard to this deposit, the 
tin ore is, in part at least, essentially an altered granite porphyry, 
or “ greisen,” having crystals of Cassiterite disseminated through 
it. This “greisen” forms a dyke which has been followed east- 
ward from Cassiterite Creek to Tin Creek, a distance of about 6,000 
feet, and has been examined at its eastern and western ends by 
United States geologists, who collected specimens of tin ore from 
it near Cassiterite Creek. 


Cape Mountain.—The Cape Mountain tin deposits occur in a high, 
peak which marks the most western point in America. A 
settlement called Tin City bas grown up within the last year on 
the south-eastern side, while on the north-west side, facing toward 
Behring Strait, the old Eskimo village of Kinnegan is situated. 

The ore obtained at Cape Mountain differs in general appearance 
from that seen on Lost River. Large pieces of nearly pure cassi- 
terite, one of which weighed about 9 Ibs., are said to have been 
found on the surface of the mountain. 


Buck Creek.—To briefly summarise the evidence regarding the 
Buck Creek region, tin ore has been found in the gravels of Buck 
Creek from its mouth to within a mile of its head. The pay streak 
is confined to the present stream bed and flood plain deposits, and 
probably varies from 10 or 12 feet to 150 feet in width. In the 
present creek bed the ore is found from the surface down. 
Outside the creek bed there is a covering of moss and muck above 
the gravels. No ore is known to have been found on the hillside 
surrounding Buck Creek or on the plateau surface in which Buck 
Creek is incised, though such an occurrence is to be expected. 
The thickness of tin bearing gravels varies from a few inches to 4 
or 5 feet. Estimates of the amount of tin ore in the gravels vary 
from 8 to 27 lbs. per cubic yard, but probably the former amount 
is more nearly the average of the creek. 


Anikovik River and Buhner Creek.—Anikovik River enters the 
Behring Sea at the town of York, and has a length of about 
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15 miles. It flows in a comparatively broad valley cut in the 
York Plateau. In the lower part of the valley there are extensive 
gravel deposits. Buhner Creek is a small tributary of the 
Anikovik River from the west, about three miles from the coast. 
This creek has a length of about a mile and flows in a short 
V-shaped gulch cut in the slates. On this creek the stream tin 
was found concentrated on the bed rock with very heavy minerals, 
A sample of the concentrates from the sluice boxes yielded the 
following minerals :—Cassiterite, magnetite, ilmenite, limonite, 
pyrites, fluorite, garnet and gold. ‘The determination by per cent. 
of weight was as follows :—90 per cent. of tin stone, 5 per cent. 
magnetite, other minerals 5 per cent. 





COCA PRODUCTION IN BOLIVIA. 


A recently published report by the Consul-General for Belgium 
in Bolivia contains some interesting details of the coca plantations 
in the latter country. 

_ The inhabitants of the province of Yungas Sesiitn themselves 
almost exclusively to the cultivation of the coca shrub: coffee, 
cocoa, sugar, oranges, bananas, &c. are also numbered among the 
products of the country, bnt these are only grown in sufficient 
quantity to suffice for home consumption. These products are 
cultivated throughout Yungas, but only on a very limited scale. 
Of coffee-plantations, it may be said that there are hardly an 

worthy of the name. Coffee-trees form the hedges bordering the 
coca plantations. The cacao tree is seen in the valleys and near 
rivers, but is never cultivated in any systematic fashion. Cinchona 
was formerly grown; but now that the cultivation of this bark on 
an extensive scale in Java and Ceylon has sensibly diminished the 
the price of quinine, this has been abandoned in favour of the 
shrub which produces the more expensive drug known as cocaine. 
There are still many cinchona plantations which might be exploited, 
but their proprietors neglect them entirely; with reason, as the 
cost of transport to the coast would be greater than the present 
actual price of the product. 

The coca shrub, from the leaves of which cocaine is extracted, 
grows only in the districts of Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia 
bordering the Andes. In Bolivia, the shrub is cultivated mainly 
in the provinces of North and South Yungas, and on a much more 
limited scale in the province of Caupolican. The province of North 
Yungas produces annually about 34,000 tons of coca, the greater 
quantity being consumed in Bolivia where the natives chew: it, 
and find in it most invigorating qualities. 

According to Bolivian official figures the quantity of the coca 
exported during 1901 was 250 tons. It is not sent to Hurope 
in such large quantities as the Peruvian variety, although richer 
in alkaloid than this. latter. 
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Coroico, Coripata, and Chulumani form the centre of the coca 
culture of Bolivia. The plantations extend from the summit: to 
the base of the mountains. Coroico is situated 6,500 feet above 
the level of the sea; this is the highest point in the country where 
coca is cultivated. All the harvest, with the exception of the 
portion retained for local consumption, is taken to La Paz. The 
only method of conveyance is by mules; carriage costs from ‘4s. to 
5s. per quintal. Labour is scarce, the whole population of -the 
two provinces being 27,000. In spite of the difficulties : of 
transport and labour, the cultivation of coca proves lucrative ;:a 
good plantation, bought at a normal price, should produce from 
10 to 15 per cent. on the capital invested. 

The labour problem is most difficult to solve. For white 
colonists to establish themselves in the country, it would be neces- 
sary to constitute a plantation worked entirely by whites, as these 
latter would never work with Indians. A trial on these lines 
might perhaps prove successful, but only on a small scale. 

The great need of these provinces is good means of communica- 
tion. A railway would increase enormously the wealth of the 
country. At the present time half the population is employed in 
transport. A railway would release the major portion of these; they 
could be employed on plantations, and the production would soon 
be doubled. Other tropical products, besides coca, could then 
receive due attention. 





WORLD'S COTTON SPINDLES. 


With reference to the article published at p. 544 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal ” of 17th December last, the following table has 
been prepared in the Board of Trade from various official and 
unofficial sources, giving a rough estimate of the total number of 
spindles in use in the cotton spinning industry of the world at 
decennial periods since 1870 and in 1903 :— 


























oie 1870. 1880. 1890. 1900. 1903. 
United Kingdom __ .../37,700,000 |44,500,000 |44,500,000 | 46,200,000 | 47,900,000 
Continent of Europe.../13,000,000 |21,000,000 |26,000,000 | 32,000,000 | 33,000,000 
United States .«.| 7,100,000 {10,600,000 |14,200,000 | 19,000,000 | 22,200,000 
Other countries ....  — 2,000,000 | 4,000,000 | 7,000,000 | 7,500,000 
Approximate total ../57,800,000 78,100,000 88,700,000 |104,200,000 |110,600,000 





Notre.—Detailed particulars showing how the figures for the 
Continent and ‘“ Other Countries” are made up, may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. (on and after Saturday, the 
30th April, at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.), any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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MINING IN SIAM. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Chargé d’Affaires at Bangkok, enclosing copy ofa ‘Note on 
Mining in Siam,” by Mr. H. G. Scott, Director of the Department 
of Mines in Bang kok. Mr. Scott has compiled this pamphlet 
owing to the iuanes requests he has lately received from 
foreigners to be supplied with information respecting Siamese 
mines. 

‘The mining industry is under the control of the Royal Depart- 
ment of Mines and Geology, which was created m 1890. The 
Siam Mining Act of 1901 is now in force for most parts of the 
country, and prospecting licences and mining leases may be 
obtained without difficulty. Mining is practically confined to tin, 
gems (sapphires and rubies), and gold, their relative ix:portance 
being in the order given. 

All the tin deposits of importance are derived from, and lie 
adjacent to, the great line of granitic upheaval which forms the 
boundary range between Central Siam and Tenasserim, is the 
backbone of the Malay Peninsula, and may be traced down to the 
Dutch islands of Billition, Banca, and Singkep. This great line 
of granite is the source of practically all the vast alluvial deposits 
of tin which are found in Siam and the British and Dutch East 
Indian possessions. The Siamese territory is probably as well off 
in this respect as either the British or the Dutch, and the deposits 
are very widely distributed. ‘T'he total annual production is about 
5,000 tons (of 2,240 lbs.), of a value of about 600,000. There is 
an enormous field for the expansion of the tin mining industry in 
the Siamese possessions in the Malay Peninsula, and considerable 
activity in prospecting on the part of in oe capitalists has 
lately been shown. 

Gems rank next in order of importance in the mining industry. 
Siamese sapphires form a considerable proportion of the world’s 
supply of this gem. Siamese rubies do not command a good price, 
as those of good colour are mostly very small, whilst those of good 
size are of poor colour. The gem-mining districts are, for the 
most part, exceedingly unhealthy ; this fact being a great bar to 
European enterprise in this line. 

Gold mining according to modern methods has been far from 
successful. Many concessions have been granted by the Govern- 
ment, and much capital has been expended; but in no single 
instance have mining operations met with any success. This may 
be accounted for partly by the difficult nature of the country for 
carrying on mining by Europeans, and partly by bad management ; 
but it remains to be seen whether the future will bring forth better 
results. ) 

The other minerals mined for in Siam are copper, lead, iron, 
coal, oil and saltpetre. They exist only in limited quantities, and 
are relatively unimportant. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 

Foreign Office, to the effect that it has been 

ot Mectinal re by the on inet electrical engines, 

sachiner’. ynamo engines, and electric motors and 

transformers or parts thereof are for the future 

to be dutiable at the rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem. This 
decision now awaits the Royal sanction. 


Proposed Duties 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
, Journal” for 19th February, 1903, the ‘Board 
ean Time of Trade. have received a sien of a further 

Importation of Order-in-Council, dated 30th March last, 

Nursery Stock amending the Order-in-Council of 15th January, 

into British 1903, respecting the importation of nursery 

Columbia stock during certain months from the United 
States, Japan, and Australia into British 
Columbia. 

The amending Order-in-Council extends the time from 15th 
October to 1st May (instead of the 15th April) between when itis 
permissible to import nursery stock from the above-mentioned 
countries into the Province of British Columbia. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘‘ Commonwealth 
Pasteie of Australia Gazette” for 12th March last, 
Decisions. containing Customs Decisions (Supplement No. 
ai 22 tothe Customs Tariff Guide), dated 10th 
March, 1904, relative to the rates of duty leviable upon. various 
articles imported into the Commonwealth. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





The following are the principal Decisions given :— 





Articles, and how classed. 


Rates of Duty. 





Bands—galvanised steel, in rolls— 
As iron and steel hoop oe 
*Binding—velveteen skirt, cut on the cross, ‘and known as bias 
binding— 
As minor articles, for apparel 
Cones, wire, for ladies’ hat trunks— 
As bags, baskets, &c., and fittings... om _ 
Essence— Kau-de-Cologne, being an admixture of several coleatel 
oils, and not containing spirit— 


As perfumery one os coe ode 200 oe 
Fuel—-compressed Dalli— 

As charcoal ... see coe 
Hinges—back flaps, are not butt— 

As manufactures of metals, n.e.i. ... ‘on eee eee 


Japanese fern balls— 

[Made up in combination with other materials, in the 
shape of, such as monkeys or other animals, with clay 
faces. | 

As fancy goods oe ii ov 
*Machine tools—copying lathes, for metals— 
As machine tools—profiling machines 
Nuts—betel— 
As drugs (Class 146) _ ove oes oop oe 
Quick shine—a metal polish— 
As oilmen’s stores nei... 
Screws—Galvanised umbrella head spiral screws, used for roofing 
purposes, and driven by a hammer— 
As screws, D.é.i. = _ 
Tortillons (paper) for crayons— 
As stationery, manufactured 
*Towelling, roller, in the piece, woven at intery als with the name 
of a company, or hotel, or the like, and not separated by 
divisional mark or fringe— 
As piece-goods, cotton or linen 
Tubes, glass, with metal tops, for seltzogenes— 
As glass, n.e.i. 











Free 


Free 


20 % ad val. 


20% » 


Free 


20 % ad val, 


20% » 
Free 


Free 


15 & ad val. 


Free 


25 % ad val. 


5h 
15 % ™ 





* Revised decision. 


SIERRA LEONE. 





A. copy of an Ordinance (No. 10 of 1903) has been received, 


Free Importation 
of Machinery 


of all kinds. 14th July last. 


through the Colonial Office, which was assented 
to by the Governor of Sierra Leone on the 


The Ordinance amends the ‘‘ Customs Duties 


Ordinance, 1900,” by providing for the free importation into the 
Colony of all machinery, instead of only “ machinery for agricul- 


tural.and industrial purposes.” 


Provision is also made in the Ordinance empowering the 
Governor-in-Council to add, by Order approved by the Legislative 


Council and published in the “Sierra Leone Royal 


Gazette,” to 


the Table of Exemptions from Import Duty in the Third Schedule 


to the Customs Duties Ordinance of 1900. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


LAGOS. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Customs Tarify  °OPY of an Ordinance (No. 8 of 1904) which 
pn one lee was assented to by the Acting-Governor of 

menamen's. —_ Lagos on the 18th March, 1904. 

The present Ordinance amends the Customs Ordinance No. 8 of 
1899, so far as relates to the duties imposed on cigars, and agri- 
cultural implements and machinery imported into the Colony, as 
follows :-— 




















Import Duties under 
Articles. 
Old Tariff. New Tariff. 
Cigars - _ “ oo “es .-.| 10s. per 1,000 or| 1s. per 100 or 
part thereof. part thereof. 
Agricultural implements, and agricultural 
machinery of all kinds one ce | 10% ad val. Free, 











—_— ——— ———$ — 


NEGRI SEMBILAN. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of a Notification (No. 91 of 1904), can- 
celling a previous Notification (No. 538 of 
1903) respecting the duty leviable upon gold 
a a exported from the Malay Protected State of 
Negri Sembilan. 

The present Notification imposes the same rate of duty on gold 
exported from Negri Sembilan as is in force in the State of 
Selangor—a notice of which appeared in last week’s issue of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal ”—and is to remain in force from 11th 


March, 1904, until 31st December, 1905. 


ST. VINCENT. 
A copy of an Ordinance (No. 10 of 1903) dated 24th December, 
Additional Duty 1223: has been received through the Colonial 
y Office, which directs that the additional duty of 
Ser. t. on the import duties leviable und 

ienionns per cent. on the import duties leviable under 
throuch 1904 the Customs Import Tariff Ordinances (Nos, 2 
S ‘ and 11 of 1895) of the Colony of St. Vincent, 

shall be continued in force during the year 1904. 


EGYPT. 
The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” for the 13th April contains the 
Valuation Tarify  '°** of a Valuation Tariff * in use by the 
for Raw Silk Egyptian Customs Authorities for the purpose 
' of assessing Customs duties on raw silk. The 
Tariff, which came into operation on the 9th April, and is to remain 





Amended Export 
Duty on Gold to 











*For particulars as to the nature of the Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 19th March, 1903, pp. 589-90. 
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EGYPT—continued. 


in force until the 8th September next, is identical with that 
published in the * Board of Trade Journal” for the 29th October 


last, with the following exceptions :-— 





Description of Raw Silk. 


Valuation per 
Kilog.} 





Chinese (Spalo) . nie see 
Broussa and Syrian, yellow and white (Akadi) vine _ 
yellow (fine) - sos “ee 
white (fine) 


9 99 
9 9 





Milliémes. t 
240 
550 
780 
1,000 





The issues of the “Journal Officiel” for the 15th and 16th April 


Valuation Tariff also contain revised Valuation 


for Sugars. 


Tariffs * for 


various kinds of sugars, and for hemp and jute 
cloth, sacks and twine. The Tariff as to sugars, 


which came into operation on the 14th April and is to remain in 


force until the 13th July next, is as follows :— 





Kinds of Sugar. 


Valuation per 
100 Kilogs.+ 





Crystallised or moist, from Russia, in single or double bags (gross 
weight) .. sop 

Crystallised ‘or moist, from all countries other than Russia, in 
single or double bags (gross weight) _ 

Powdered or centrifugal, of any origin ‘ake ~~ oe 

Crushed, of any origin ... sec 

Cubes, of any origin, in boxes (net weight) . 





Loaves, 9 bP 9 9 


Milliemes.t 
1,000 


1,070 
1,100 
1,130 
1,200 
1,300 





The Tariff as to hemp and jute sacks, &., is in force for 


Valuation Tariff. Hemp 


and Jute Cloth, Sacks as follows :— 


one year from the 17th April, and is 














and Twine. 
Valuation per kilogramme.t} 
: c~ Oe -~ 
Articles. Indian Sacks. | English Sacks. 
Milliémes.f Milliémes.} 
Hessian jute or hemp sacks, made of hes cloth, 
common quality ... eee 224 27 
Twilled hessian jute or hemp sacks, ‘common 
quality ove 153 18 
Hessian jute or hemp cloth, plain or ‘twilled, 
common quality, not exceeding 44d. per yard 
for the plain - 27 
Jute or hemp untwist twine (the produce of 
England or of British ody ah gr alin tbe jos 22 
Sacks, old obs abd éée ¥.: bid 13 








* For particulars as to the nature of the Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see “ Board 


of Trade Journal” for 19th March, 1908, pp. 589-90. 
+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
t 1,000 milliémes = £E1 = 11. 0s. 6a. 
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RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, that the Russian Customs Department 
have notified that all kinds of cycle parts, the 
shape of which leaves no doubt as to their being 
intended to form part of a cycle, are dutiable under paragraph 173, 
section 4 of the Tariff, at the rate of 18 roubles per poud (1s. 03d. 
per lb.). 

{[Note.—This modifies a previous Decision reported in the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 13th June, 1901, p. 609. | 


Customs 
Decisions. 


The Russian Customs Department have also issued a Circular 
fixing the classification of the undermentioned 


























Tariff ' 
: riff purpose lows :-— 
Classification. articles, for tariff purposes, as follows 
Tariff | English 
No. Article. Rate of Duty. Equivalent. 
Rbl. cop.| £e. d. 
161 | Simple axes and hammers, with or 
without handles *e ~~ -. | Poud 1 65; Cwt. 010 94 
71 (5) | Carbon silicate (carborundum) in 
powder... one oes one eee ™ 0 60 os 2 te 
71 (2) | Ground artificial corundum ... des . O 45 » O 211} 
BELGIUM. 


In accordance with the provisions of a Belgian Royal Decree of 
the 21st August last, total exemption from 
excise duty is accorded to sugar used in the 
manufacture of vegetable preserves, confec- 
tionery, fruit jellies or syrups, condensed milk, 
an and milk foods, and also (subject to previous 

Appiieation to denaturation) to sugar or syrup intended for 
Imported Sugar. i dustrial purposes or for cattle foods. 

The Board of Trade now understand that the benefits of this 
Decree are not confined to sugar of home production, and that 
imported sugars used for the purposes stated are entitled to the 
same advantages; therefore the import duty on foreign sugars used 
for these purposes would (after allowing for the rebate of the excise 
duty) be equivalent only to the “surtax,” or difference between 
the excise and the import duty, this surtax being at the rate of 
5 frs. 50 cts. per 100 kilogrammes. | 

In this connection reference may also be made to the notice 
published at p. 27 of the “Journal” for the 7th January last, in 
which it was stated that the Belgian excise duty on sugar to be 


Remission of 
Excise Duty on 
Sugar used in cer- 
tain Industries.— 
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BELGIUM—continued. 


used in the manfacture of invert sugar was to be reduced from 
20 frs. to 15 frs. per 100 kilogrammes. It appears that this provi- 
sion does not refer exclusively to sugar of Belgian production, and 
that a similar reduction is allowed in respect of any imported sugar 
that may be used in the manutacture of invert sugar. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues of 
Free Entry of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” on the subject of 

et spt the Liége International Exhibition in 1905, the 
Exhibits forthe poo. ‘oe Trade h ae te 
Liége Exhibition. oard Oo rade have received in ormation, 
7 through the Foreign Office, to the effect that at 
Royal Decree has been published according provisional free entry, 
on condition of re-exportation, to foreign products destined for that 


Exhibition. 





FRANCE. 


The French Customs Department have issued a circular for the 
guidance of their officers to the effect that 
acetanilide or antifebrine, hitherto classed as a 
chemical product under No. 282 of the Tariff, 
is henceforth to be dutiable under No. 280 (2) as a chemical pro- 
duct derived from the distillation of coal, at the rate of 15 frs. per 
100 kilogs. (6s. 04d. per cwt.). 


Customs 
Decision. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some decisions affecting the 
application of the United States Customs 
Tariff and Customs Regulations which have 
recently been issued by the Treasury Depart- 
ment at Washington :— 


Braids composed wholly of hemp are dutiable under paragraph 
339 of the Tariff, at the rate of 60 per cent, ad valorem. 


Cut-glass beads are dutiable under paragraph 100 of the Tariff 
as “articles of glass, cut” at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem. 


Customs 
Decisions. 


Paste buttons are dutiable under paragraph 414 of the Tariff as 
“buttons, not specially provided for,” at the rate of 50 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Manufactures of flax and cotton mixed, weighing less than 
44 ounces per square yard, and containing less than 100 threads to 
the square inch, are dutiable under paragraph 347 of the Tariff at 
the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Tapestry velvet rugs are dutiable under paragraph 375 of the 
Tariff at the rate of 40 cents per square yard, and 40 per cent. ad 
valorem. 


Straw hats, lined, and bound round the edge to prevent ravelling 
of the straw, are dutiable as “trimmed hats” under paragraph 409 
of the Tariff at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem. 


Tissues of artificial silk combined with cotton, artificial silk being 
the material of chief value, are dutiable as silk tissues, under 
paragraph 387 of the Tariff. 


Earthenware encircled with a plain black band is dutiable as 
“undecorated earthenware,” under paragraph 94 of the Tariff. 


Cotton terry cloth, with an uncut loop or vile, is dutiable as a 
manufacture of cotton, under paragraph 322 of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Raw hide is not leather, and shoes made in chief value of raw hide 
and in part of iron are not dutiable as leather manufactures but as 
‘articles in part of iron”’ under paragraph 193 of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Enfleurage grease. -- Certain concrete essences and oils, known as 
concrete clover blossoms, oil of chypre, solid carnation pink, con- 
crete rose, concrete violet, concrete May lily, concrete tuberose, 
concrete fleur-orange, solide ceillet, concrete essence of violet, con- 
crete essence of cassia, and pomade lily, are held to be free of duty 
as “‘ Knfleurage grease ” under paragraph 626 of the Tariff. 


Wood shaving braids are dutiable under paragraph 409 of the 
Tariff as chip braids, at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


Cherry lumber wn the rough is dutiable as cabinet wood under 
paragraph 198 of the Tariff, at the rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem. 


Common black sheet wron, valued at more than 3 cents per Ib., is 
dutiable as a manufacture of metal under paragraph 193 of the 
Tariff, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Bar-wron flats —Bar-iron not less than three-eighths of 1 inch 
thick, and thinner than number 10 wire gauge, is dutiable 
at the rate of six-tenths of 1 cent per lb. under paragraph 123 of 
the Tariff; bar-iron exceeding three-eighths of 1 inch in thickness 
and 1 inch in width is dutiable at the rate of eight-tenths of 1 
cent per lb. under paragraph 124. 


Cylinder glass, polished, of the sizes mentioned in paragraph 102 
of the Tariff, is subject, when bevelled, to the additional duty of 5 
per cent. ad valorem provided in paragraph 107. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Bone size, used for filling and softening corduroys, is dutiable 
as an unenumerated manufactured article under section 6 of the 
Tariff, at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Seed boxes, intended for the repair of a seed-drill, but separately 
imported, are dutiable under paragraph 193 of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Canary seed is dutiable under paragraph 204 of the Tariff at the 
rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem. 


Manures.—Tankage (the refuse from slaughterhouses) and other 
substances used only for manure, either by themselves or in 
combination with other materials, are free of duty under paragraph 
569 of the Tariff. 





Subject to the sanitary regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 

Agriculture, the importation of neat cattle is 

aap ogy of authorised from the N etherlands, Norway, 

— Sweden, Great Britain and Ireland, the Channel 

Islands, and the countries of North, Central, and South America, 
including Mexico. 


Chester, in the State of Pennsylvania, has been constituted a 
sub-port of entry in the Customs Collection 


New Sub-port District of Philadelphia. 
of entry. 





VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information, through the é 
ahiiiinn of Foreign Office, to the effect that the district 
Cantina Ridiriots formerly coming within the jurisdiction of the 
’ suppressed Custom-house of Cano Colorado 

has been incorporated within that of the Custom-house at Guiria. 











“f 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 
GAMBIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance, enacted 
by the Colony of the Gambia, to consolidate and 
Pilotage amend the laws relating to the navigation of 
Ordin 1904. the Colonial waters. Part I. of this Ordinance 

5 or me deals with the establishment, constitution and 
powers of a Navigation and Pilotage Board which is to have super- 
vision of navigation. Part II. makes provisions applicable to 
inland water craft and British coasting craft. Part II. makes 
provisions applicable to all vessels navigating the Colonial waters, 
and deals with harbour and river conservation, pilotage lights, 
steering and sailing, and buoyage dues. Part IV. contains provi- 
sions relating to legal proceedings, and also a declaration of the 
the free navigation of the Gambia. 

The complete text of the Ordinance, which is to come into 
operation from and after the 30th June next, may be seen by 
persons interested on application at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W. (on and after Saturday the 380th April, at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C.), any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent at Moscow reports that, with 
reference to the unfounded rumours which have 
appeared in the Russian press, to the effect 
that the majority of the special ice trucks for 
the transport of butter from Siberia have been converted to other 
uses, the official ‘‘ Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of St. 
Petersburg, of 25th March/7th April, states it is authorised to de- 
clare that the Railway authorities have made no such dispositions ; 
and if, in some cases, some old trucks have possibly been refitted 
for some other purposes, the rolling stock in general has not been 
decreased, but, on the contrary, augmented, as over 100 trucks of 
a new and improved type have been ordered for the coming butter 
export season. 


Navigation and 





Siberian 
Butter Trains. 


The British Commercial Agent at Moscow further reports that accord- 
The War and ing to the official ‘‘ Commercial and Industrial 
el fF Gazette” of St. Petersburg of 24th March/6th 

Siberian Trafic, April, at the first meeting of the inter-Depart- 

mental Committee charged with the duty of facilitating the 

interests of trade and traffic affected by the war (see note on 

p. 186), it was explained that arrangements have already been 

made for the despatch of one special butter train per day from 

Western Siberia, as last year, and if necessary during the butter 

season, one or two additional butter trains weekly, as also for the 

return despatch to Siberia of one daily train of empty refrigerated 
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trucks. The Committee consider the above will fully satisfy the 


demands of the whole Siberian butter export traffic of the coming 
season, the extent of which, it is added, is hardly likely to exceed 
that of last year, and under existing circumstances, will probably 
be Jess. With reference to the import of beech staves and salt for 
the Siberian butter industry, further arrangements will be made 
fer conveying the former by the returning empty butter trucks, 
and the latter by separate trucks attached, as necessary, to military 
trains. 

As regards the import of agricultural machinery and other goods 
to Siberia, with respect to which applications have been received 
by the Committee, each such application will be considered 
separately on its own merits, in order to determine the degree of 
urgency in each case, so that goods may be forwarded in turn. 


OC ES gn Ta OO ES aaa RE Ree 























ST aig 





EGYPT. 


The following statement, showing the number and tonnage of 
Shipping through vessels of various nationalities passing through 
the le me the Suez Canal last year, has been prepared 
in 1903 from figures given in the “ Bulletin” of the 
Suez CanalCompany. Tl igures for the two pre- 
vious years are added for the sake of comparison :— 









































1901. 1902. 1903. 
Country. — 
, Gross) iigt: Gross P Gross 
pe Tonnage. pape Tonnage. wpe. Tonnage. 
United Kingdom ... 2,075 | 8,651,015 | 2,165 | 9,383,996 | 2,278 |10,215,252 
Germany ... 511 | 2,452,423 | 480 | 2,371,046 | 494 | 2,464,493 
France... 281 | 1,158,077 | 274 | 1,174,036 | 261 | 1,186,844 
Netherlands 230 709,548 | 218 727,943 | 223 770,576 
Austria-Hungary... 138 555,965 139 569,345 128 562,048 ’ 
Russia 129 537,035 | 110 472,946 | 119 500,588 
Japan 57 | 334,653 | 61] 331,562} 53] 308,093 
Italy 87 268,329 85 252,091 72 227,331 
Spain 35 | 155,974| 30/ 133,157| 26] 121,276 
Norway 47 102,796 41 100,730 35 94,426 
Denmark ... eee 20 76,178 14 55,702 11 53,749 
Ottoman Empire ... mie 67,871 38 57,863 26 41,601 
United States of America | 25 65,923 | 21 67,996 | 12 34,945 
Greece ae a 6 11,617 14 25,370 7 11,890 
Belgium 4 7,036 | — “= - — 
Portugal 6 4,339 3 4,306 3 2,879 
Sweden 4 2,729 7 8,284 1 2,343 
Argentina ... 1 1777 | — = -- ~ 
Siam 1 521 2 1172; — — 
Sarawak ] 365 | — — — -- 
Egypt 1 62 6 6,274 11 16,615 
Persia — _ — -— 1 360 
15,163,233 15,694,359 | 3,761 |16,615,309 
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GERMANY. 


A memorandum has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin 


tas respecting the new Bills (five in number), con- 
of tone ave cerning the improvement of waterways in the 


kingdom of Prussia, which have been laid 
before the Landtag. Four deal with questions of material 
improvement of the waterway system, and the fifth with the 
construction of new, or the extension of existing, communi- 
cations. 

The last-mentioned Bill provides as follows :— 


1. For the construction of a canal from the Rhine to Hanover at 
the total estimated cost of 9,857,500/. : 


(a) From the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of Ruhrort, to the 
Dortmund-Ems Canal, in the neighbourhood of Herne (Dort- 
mund-Khine Canal), including a Lippe Branch Canal from Datteln 


to Hamm, 3,525,0001. 


(b) Various extension works ‘on the Dortmund-Ems Canal, in 
the section between Dortmund to Bevergern, 307,500. 


(c) A canal from the Dortmund-Ems Canal, in the neighbour- 
hood of Bevergern, to Hanover, with a branch canal to Osnabruck, 
Minden, and Linden, including the canalisation of the Weser from 
Minden to Hameln, or the erection of dammed basins (“ Stau-' 
becken ”) instead of canalisation, 6,025,000. 


2. For the cost of making the Berlin-Stettin waterway one for 
large ships (waterway Berlin-Hohenfaathen), 2,150,0000. 

3. For improvement of the waterway between the Oder and 
Vistula, as also of the waterway for ships from the Warthe, from 
the mouth of the Netze to Posen, 1,058,750/. 

4, For canalisation of the Oder from the mouth of the “‘ Glatzer ” 
Neisse to Breslau, as also for experimental works: for the section 
between Breslau and Furstenberg, on the Oder, 947,500/. 

The total amount provided for in the Bill for the above- 
mentioned works is 14,013,750/. 





SPAIN. 


It appears that the contract of the Spanish Government with the 
; Transatlantic Steamship Company provides 

ye > oe that the Company has a ame saueniae at 
Goods Exported 30 per cent. reduction in the freight rates, 
P "6,000 tons of merchandise exported from Spain, 

the classes of goods to enjoy this privilege being determined by the 
Government. Accordingly a Royal Order is published in the 
“ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 22nd April, fixing the destination and 
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classes of merchandise which are to enjoy this privilege during 
the year from the lst June, 1904, to the 31st May, 1905, viz. :— 


(a) The line to the Philippines, 70 tons in each of the Tons. 


twelve annual voyages ... 840 
(6) The line from North Spain to Havana and Vera Cruz, 
80 tons in each of the twelve annual voyages ; 960 


(c) The line from the Mediterranean to New York, 
Havana and Vera Cruz, 80 tons in each of the 


twelve annual voyages 960 
(d) The line to Puerto Rico, Havana and the mainland, 

80 tons in each of the twelve annual voyages 960 
(e) The line to Monte Video and Buenos Ayres, 80 tons 

in each of the twelve annual voyages 960 
(f) The line to Fernando Po, 30 tons in each of the six 

annual voyages jek 180 
(g) The line to Morocco and Canary Islands, 12 tons in 

each of the twelve annual voyages ... se sive 





Total ... 5,004 


Exporters have to give 30 days’ notice of goods which they wish 
to export under these favourable conditions. 

The Royal Decree provides that, in the first place, the articles to 
receive the benefits of these rebates, during the year referred to, 
are to be those which may be considered as being the produce of 
an industry in its experimental stage; as well as, in view of the 
crisis in the cotton industry, those manufactures of cotton which 
have 18 threads or more in the warp in each square inch, 10 pex 
cent. of the tonnage allowed by each line being reserved for these 
tissues as long as the present cireumstances of this industry last. 

‘In the second place, the following articles are to enjoy the 
rebates, viz.:—paper, glass and crystal, beer, cider, and spirituous 
liquors, manufactures of cork, mineral waters, carpets and rugs, 
boots and shoes, perfumery, glazed tiles, mosaic, cement, artificial 
stone, decorative articles of cardboard, cabinet makers’ wares, 
pianos, umbrellas, sunshades, fans, and manufactures of metal. 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 
AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Prime Minister’s Office 
at Melbourne a copy of the report of the Royal 
Commission appointed by the Commonwealth 
Government in January, 1903, to enquire into 
the provisions of the ‘ Bonuses for Manu- 
factures Bill,” together with the proceedings, 
minutes of evidence, and appendices. 

Two reports have been issued by the Commission, each of which 
is signed by six members. 

The evidence taken by the Commission demonstrated the fact 
that all the materials necessary for the manufacture of iron from 
its ores are to be found in various parts of Australia in large 
quantity and of good quality, and under conditions suitable for the 
successful establishment of the industry. Very considerable capital, 
however, appears to be needed for the purpose; and this is the point 
on which the Commission diverged. One-half were in favour of 
fostering the industry by bonuses; the other half were strongly 
opposed to this measure. 

The evidence taken contains particulars of some of the chief iron 
mines which are at present known to exist in the Commonwealth, 
together with the results of assays, full details of the iron and steel 
industry of the country, &c., &c. 

The report may be seen by those interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50. 
Parliament Street, 8.W. (on and after Saturday, the 30th April, at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.), any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


Encouragement 
of Iron Industry : 
Report of Royal 
Commission. 


The following particulars relating to the mining industry of 
Queensland are extracted from the Annual 


mitanng Tasuyiry Report for 1903 of the Rockhampton aR 
in Queensland : eC = 
Gold. Coal. of Commerce : wf 
, “ Taking a comparative view of the deine 
industry as between the present time and a year ago, it may be 
said that, if no progress has been made, it has not, on the other 
hand, suffered from a reaction of advancing forces. The alluvial 
gold find on the Dee River is probably the most important discovery 
in that description of mining in the division, as not only is the 
quantity of gold won compensating for the efforts made to recover 
it; but the find generally tends to confirm the belief, long held, 
that gold bearing reefs are present in rich profusion on the Croco- 
dile Range of mountains, which fringe the Dee watershed, and. 
from which doubtless this alluvial gold originally came. 
The development of the teeming coal measures of the Dawson 
and Mackenzie Rivers has been pushed on with considerable 
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vigour and their importance is gradually gaining world-wide 
notoriety. So far the work done has been chiefly confined to 
sinking shafts, tests by boring, &c., on the various properties, 
and ‘these efforts have been rewarded by the discoveries of other 
seams, the quality throughout being well maintained. In one 
case a parcel of 100 tons was used for quality test on H.M.S. 
‘‘ Wallaroo” which was pronounced as satisfactory. The report 
refers to the coal as anthracite, and as similar to the New South 
Wales anthracite coal. The test proved to the Admiralty that 
it’ was a high-class smokeless steaming coal. Hitherto the 
work of opening out has been very limited owing to the want 
of adequate capital; but arrangements are being made by which 
this ‘‘ sinew of industry” may be more abundant, and it is hoped 
they will be completed so as to allow of operations of increased 
magnitude being carried on in the coming year.” 


EGYPT. 
In Lord Cromer’s report on Egypt in 1903 (Egypt No. 1, 1904), 


aid it is stated with regard to mining concessions, 
reer that nearly all the Egyptian territory lying 
Comenenine: between the Nile and the Red Sea has now 
been allotted, in areas of different sizes, to private Syndicates. 
Prospecting licences have been granted for periods of from one to 
four years. A licensee who has located one or more mines, which 
he is desirous of working, can apply to the Ministry of Finance for 
a mining concession, the term of which runs for thirty years, and 
is renewable for a period of fifteen years. A rent of £E2 an acre 
is charged on the area taken up for mining purposes, and a 
royalty of one-tenth is levied on the annual distributable profits, 
arising under, or in connection with, the concession. 
In the case of prospecting for coal, a rent of only £H1 an acre 
is charged, and the Government talzes no share of the profits of the 


undertaking. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The “ Bulletin” of the American Iron and Steel Association for 
Seehnition ef 10th April publishes statistics, received direct 
Saini Binal from the manufacturers, of the production of 
Taecte and Steel Bessemer steel ingots and castings in the 
: a in 1903 United States in 1903; also of Bessemer steel 
| ‘rails by the producers of Bessemer steel ingots. 
The total production of Bessemer steel ingots and castings in 
1903 was 8,577,228 tons (of 2,240 Ibs.) against 9,138,363 tons in 
1902, a decrease of 561,135 tons, or over 6 per cent. The pro- 
duction of 1902 was much the largest hitherto recorded. 
| The production of all kinds of Bessemer steel rails by the 
producers of Bessemer steel ingots in 1903 was 2,813,583 tons, 
against a similar production in 1902 of 2,876,293 tons. The 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


production in 1903 was 62,710 tons less than in 1902, when the 
maximum production was reached. 

In the following table the production of rails, weighing 45 lbs. 
and less than 85 lbs. to the yard, is separated from those weighing 
less than 45 lbs. and over 85 lbs. to the yard. Bessemer rails 
made from purchased ingots or from re-rolled rails by companies 
which do not manufacture Bessemer ingots are not included :-— 











Under 45 lbs. and | 85 lbs. and 

ntates. 45 lbs, less than 85. over. Total 

Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Pennsylvania ot sii 97,697 | 571,271 456,578 1,125,546 
Other States a nes 79,964 927,407 680,666 1,688,037 
Total for 1903... iol: «= 1,498,678 1,137,244 2,813,583 
- 1902... ---| 227,068 2,004,063 645,162 2,876,293 
- 1901... | 140,214 2,202,237 493,822 2,836,273 

















There was, it will be observed, a large increase in 1903 in the 
production of Bessemer steel rails weighing 85 lbs, and over, as 
compared with 1902, and a considerable decrease in rails weighing 
45 lbs. and over and less than 85 lbs. The production in 1903 


of rails weighing less than 45 lbs. also shows a decrease. 


The most active centres of development in the oil industry 
during 1902, according to a report on the 


Pata moc production of petroleum, published by the 
pers 1908. United States Geological Survey as part of its 


annual volume of “ Mineral Resources,” were 
West Virginia, Kentucky, Kansas, Indian Territory, Louisiana 
and California. 

A new and productive territory of considerable extent has been 
developed in Kansas. Although no wells of the gusher class have 
been found, a large percentage of profitable wells have been drilled, 
which produce from 10 to 35 barrels a day. The production for 
1902 was 331,749 barrels, a gain of 85 per cent. over the output 
of the previous year. 

The year 1902 gave Louisiana a distinctive place among the 
petroleum producing States. The production and sales for the 
year amounted to 548,617 barrels. ‘The most successful develop- 
ment was near Jennings, 90 miles east of Beaumont, Texas. A 
market has been obtained among the sugar refineries and other 
manufactories along the coast and the Mississippi River, which 
have in many instances discarded coal for fuel oil. From indica- 
tions in many localities over a large portion of south-western 
Louisiana, it is reasonable to anticipate that this State will in a 
few years be a large producer. 



































178 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Apr. 28, 1904, 





Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


According to a report made for the United States Geological 

Survey the quantity of manganese ore produced 

oo in the. United States in the year 1902 was 

1902 16,477 tons (of 2,240 Ibs.), valued at 177,911 

. dols. This is an increase of 4,482 tons over 

the 1901 production of 11,995 tons, and is the largest amount 
mined since the year 1891. 

Six States contributed to the production. They were Arkansas, 
California, Georgia, Montana, South Carolina, and Virginia, and 
the greatest of these was Montana,:which produced 9,000 tons, 
valued at 117,000 dols. This is the more notable since it was 
Montana’s first year of production, 

The above figures do not take into account the manganiferous 
iron ores produced in the United States. Those came from three 
widely separated districts—Colorado, the Lake Superior region 
and Virginia—and represented a total value of 2,001,626 dols. 
In. quantity they amounted to 901,214 tons, with an average value 
of 2°22 dols. a ton. 

The production of manganiferous silver ores in the United States 
during 1902 amounted to 194,132 tons, valued at 908,098 dols. 
Most of these came from Colorado, and Leadville particularly. 


According to a report by Dr. Joseph A. Holmes, for the United 


; States Geological Survey, on the production of 
Production of mica in the United States in 1902, the total 











mipaite 2008. quantity produced was as follows :— 
---— Quantity. Value. 
Dollars. 
Plate mica ... _ eee oee jon --» Ilbs.| 373,266 83,843 
Scrap mica ... ane ena .-- tons of 2,000 lbs, 1,028 13,081 
Mica rough (as mined)... 0 9 3 372 21,925 
Total value... atid - ban — 118,849 














MEXICO. 


A recent issue of the United States Daily Consular Reports 

contains a report by the United States Consul 

‘Mining Laws. at Mazatlan on the mining industry of Mexico, 

together with a translation of the more 
important sections of the Mexican Mining Law. 

This report may be seen by persons interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W. (on and after Saturday, the 30th April, at 
78, Basinghall Street, E.C.), any day between the hours of 19 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 












































Apr. 28, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. | 179 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
eum Dahenn. from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the 
week ended the 23rd April, were as follow:— 
Wheat ... eee tds ooo 08. OG. 
Barley _... Ane: nee os. 228, Od. 
Oats wna ape ‘i we 168, 4d. 
For further particulars see p. 187. 


A statement is published on p. 188, showing the quantities of 
__ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

aaa er et Prodens, imported into the United Kingdom during the 
‘ week ended the 23rd April, 1904, as well as of 


the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have commenced the 
Market Prices of publication of a weekly return of the market 
Stock. Meat prices of fat and store stock, dairy cattle, dead 
Provisions. &c, 2°at» Provisions, fruit, vegetables, hay and 
o” straw, at certain representative markets in 
Great Britain. The prices are supplied by the official reporters of 
the Board, and are prefaced by a brief summary of the chief 
features of the week’s business based upon the reports furnished 
by them. The return contains the information for the week end- 
ing with the previous Saturday, and is intended to be issued every 
Wednesday. It is published at the price of l1d., and is to be 
obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, 
London, E.C., or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh, either directly 
or through any bookseller. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 
cntuhinnet Agent-General for New South Wales, a copy of 
5 em a a telegram from the Acting Premier of that 
oe : = Colony, reading as follows :— 
” Ms a ws Official returns for the year ended 31st March, 
dnt 1904, are just published, showing a record year 
for every sort of produce. The total value of crops gathered amounts 
to eight millions and a half; area cultivated increased by 300,000 
acres ; wheat yield, 27,000,000 bushels, of which 5,000,000 are still 
held for export, heavy shipments having already taken place ; maize, 
oats, hay, barley and sugar products are greatly in excess of any 
previous year; tobacco, vineyards, fruit and market gardens all 


show increases. 
Live stock figures have special interest- Sheep returns give 
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A gricultu re, 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALT H-—centinued. 


28,660,000, being an increase of 2,014,000 over last year’s numbers, 
after allowing for local consumption and export ; lambs marked for 
the year, 7,286,000 ; the proportion of ewes is 100 per cent. more 
than wethers, so that a phenomenal lambing is expected this year ; 
dairy cattle, horses and pigs show an enormous increase ; 350,000. 
worth of butter exported from State during last three months. 

There is every indication that settlers have gained heart and feel 
assured that the tide of prosperity has set in. 


The following table, taken from the Monthly Statistical Abstract 
Crops and Wine of Western Australia for January, shows the 
of Western total yield of the principal crops and quantity 
of wine made in Western Australia in each of 


A1902-02_ the three seasons, 1900-01, 1901-02, 1902-03 :— 








Season ended 28th February. 








| 
| 
|} 1901. | 1902. | 1903. 
| 








i 
Grain crops ive = bbe bushels} 899,331 |1,167,304 | 1,211,782 
Hay bid sini ioe age ... tons 103,813 89,729 94,007 
Potatoes ... ove bse eee ae 4,836 5,739 6,488 
Root crops... se soe _ ane 927 767 911 
Wine ose ee an one ...galls.| 130,377 185,735 158,853 

















JAMAICA. 


In the report for 1902-3 on Jamaica, recently issued by the 

Colonial Office, it is stated with regard to cotton 
Cotton Growing. cultivation, that a small area, a chain and a 

half, was planted out in cotton in November, 
1902, and the first bolls were picked on the 25th February, 1903. 
Half a chain was planted in Egyptian cotton at the end of 
January, and this has made excellent growth. The question of the 
re-establishment of the cotton industry in Jamaica would seem to 
be one entirely of the cost of the labour required, as there is no 
question that many parts of Jamaica are particularly suitable to 


its growth. 


In a recent report by the Canadian Commercial Agent in Jamaica, 
it is stated that a fairly large acreage of tea has 


Tea Growing. been successfully grown in the parish of St. Ann, 
in that island. The product, with the aid of 
specially imported machinery, has been placed on the local market 
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Agriculture. 





in competition with the imported article, and pronounced quite its 
equal in every respect. A tea expert recently in the island, who 
has had considerable experience in Ceylon and other tea-producing 
centres, having pronounced that there are large areas of land in the 
Port Royal Mountain district capable of producing the finest tea, 
the enterprise may possibly assume some proportions. 





EGYPT. 


In the recent report on Egypt received from Lord Cromer, it is 
Seton oni noted with regard to the export trade of that 
eatin innel country that the value of cotton and cotton-seed 

Exports exported in 1903 amounted to £E17,178,200, 

which represents about 89 per cent. of the total 

exports. Nearly the whole of the cotton was, as usual, exported 

through Alexandria, but a considerable development was notice- 

able in the exports vid Ismailia. About 75,000 kantars were sent 
out of the country by the latter route during the past year. 





FRANCE—ALGERIA. 


The following particulars relating to cotton cultivation in Algeria, 
are extracted from a report issued by the 
cane Governor-General :— 

Caltivatiqn. Cotton cultivation, which proved a most 
remunerative industry in Algeria during the time of the American 
Civil War, was abandoned soon after the cessation of hostilities, 
when the market was once more flooded with the American staple 
at a low price. Recent events in the United States having largely 
augmented the price of cotton, some French manufacturers be- 
thought themselves of reviving its cultivation in Algeria, and 
caused a gentleman, who has resided in Oran for many years, to 
make enquiries on their behalf. 

It appears that cotton was formerly cultivated in the plains of 
Habra, Sig and Relizane, the plantations covering an area of about 
12,000 hectares (hectare = 2°47 acres). If the work were put in 
hand at once, these plantations could be revived, possibly on a 
larger scale, in two or three years time. The average yield per 
hectare is estimated at 700 kilogrammes (kilog. = 2°204 lbs. ; if, 
as.is hoped, 15,000 hectares could be cultivated, Algeria would be 
able to place 10,500,000 kilogrammes of cotton annually on the 
French market. Steps have already been taken to organise the 
revival of this industry; which, it is confidently expected will 
prove sucessful. | 
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Agriculture. 





FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


According to the ‘‘ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 8th April, extensive 
irrigation works are about to be started in 
Irrigation Works. several provinces of the Tonkinese delta in 
French Indo-China. 
These works include canals and barrages which will be under- 
taken by the Annamites under the direction of French engineers. 
In the province of Annam, near Phuly, a canal is being made 
in order to drain this region ; the quantity of earth to be removed 
is estimated at 800,000 cubic metres. By the barrage of several 
estuaries in the province of Phu-Lien, 50,000 hectares will be 
rendered suitable for the cultivation of rice. Similar results will 
be obtained in the lower delta by the construction of dykes on the 
seashore and of sluices, which will accumulate water during the 
rainy season, and protect the rice-fields from the sea at high tide. 





ITALY. 


The following statistics of the Italian rice crop for 1903, compared 
with that of the two previous years, are taken 


Rice Crop in from the “ Boiletino delle Finanze” of 14th 













































1903. April. 
Production. 
Teer Area under 
| Cultivation. Average per ios 
Hectare. : 
Hectares. Hectolitres. Hectolitres. 

1901 ... 189,000 46°98 8,880,000 
1902 ... 171,000 49°59 8,480,000 
1908 ... 186,000 51°94 9,660,000 






















Hectare = 2°47 acres ; hectolitre = 2°75 Imperial bushels. 





CUBA. 


The message of the Cuban President to Congress, which appears 
Scarcity of in the “ Gaceta Oficial” of Sth April, contains 
Lahont the following remarks in regard to the scarcity 

‘ of agricultural labour in Cuba :-—‘“ The rapid 
growth of the sugar industry and the increase and development of 
agriculture, cattle breeding and other industries, brings to light in 
an alarming fashion the scarcity of labour which is continually 
being felt, and shows the necessity for the adoption of some 
measure for the permission of immigration into Cuba.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 21st April, 1904, 
was 76,956, and the number imported during 
the 16 weeks ended the 21st April was 
1,160,144. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 
ended the 21st April, 1904, 4,248 bales, and for the 16 weeks, 
179,763. 
For further details see p. 187. 


Cotton Statistics, 





NEW ZEALAND. 


“New Zealand Gazette” of 11th February pablishes the 
official import returns of the Colony for the 
year 1903, from which it appears that the 
value of the imports, exclusive of specie, 
amounted to 12,075,9591., as compared. with  10,958,038/. in the 
preceding year. The ‘ Gazette, ” however,. gives no details of 
the goods imported, but the following comparative statement of 
the quantities of imports of a few of the more important classes 
of goods into the four principal :ports may be of interest. It has 
been compiled by the “‘“New Zealand Trade Review ” from. the 
official records. 


The 


Trade in 1903. 


































——. 1902. 1903. 
Candles... .-» Ibs, 1,889,405 2,555,258 
Cement... ° .» bris, 103,733 139,586 
Dried fruit— 
Currants ... . lbs. 1,972,209 2,752,892 
Raisins ns 2,096,030 2,620,023 
Other was ah 1,007,128 1,587,514 
Iron, bar, &c. ... ase .. tons 11,186 11,579 
,, corrugated sheet oo. Cwt. 248, ,220 218,068 
» fencing wire . tons 6 797 4,515 
», barbed wire a 4 ‘141 2,523 
Kerosene .. gals. 3,352,485 3,292,583 
Rice oe CWwt. 52,976 59,120 
Salt ... tons _ 12,995 12,669 
Tea - . Ibs. 4,958,835 4,646,668 
Tobacco... se 1,525,316 1,800,733 
Cigarettes “ ‘a 178,533 217,923 
Apparel and slops £ 451 616 514,397 
Boots and shoes ; - 190, 490 231,751 
Cotton manufactures... oe 436,57 9 484,594 
Drapery... opis . 390,886 446,663 
Woollen piece goods an i 330,565 363,703 





The following table shows the values of, the principal, classes. of 
New Zealand produce exported during the last two years :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
ee 1902. 1903. 
£ £ 
Wool ... ict mre és bee ile sain 3,355,000 4,041,000 
Meats ... ode ve ois - pee ...| 2,889,000 3,324,000 
Tallow ... one eae ‘itis mn rae oak 550,000 518,000 
Butter ... ot te ARs 2e lad ies 1,206,000 1,318,000 
Cheese ... ‘ia a ae i a ids 164,000 195,000 
Hides and skins “a one wn om - 534,000 630,000 
CS tee bid Rove a din i 1,951,000 2,038,000 
Kauri gum ... at aa sds en oe 450,000 631,000 
Timber ... sai — ae ie — ied 208,000 241,000 
as as ak ce eek aL ee 154,000 129,000 
Grain ... iol jas ma slo wae “we 786,000 533,000 
Grass seed hie oa sa i ms aba’ 85,000 * 109,000 
Hemp ... eee fies gee oop ioe ong! 534,000 596,000 
Other articles ... one on wel “vod vss) 620,000 535,000 
| 
Total — ous se £| 18,486,000 14,838,000 











STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. | 
The French “ Journal Officiel”” of the 19th April contains the text 
of a Decree, authorising the establishment of a 


New French branch of the French Indo-China Bank at 
Bank at . 
. Singapore. 

Singapore. 


It is stated that this measure is due to the 
large increase in trade between Indo-China and the Straits 
Settlements. 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of an Ordinance (No. 11, of 1903), dated 
2nd November, 1903, relating to wireless tele- 
graphy in the colony of Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Ordinance enacts that :— 

“It shall not be lawful for any person or corporation to use or 
“establish in the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago any apparatus or 
‘installation for the purposes of wireless telegraphy, without first 
“obtaining from the Governor a licence in that behalf, to be 
“‘ granted on such terms and conditions as the Governor may from 
“‘ time to time prescribe.” 

Any person contravening the above provisions is liable on 
conviction, to a fine of 50/., and to have the apparatus and installa- 
tion forfeited. 


Wireless 
Telegraphy. 





BAHAMAS. 

In the report of the Governor of the Bahamas, recently issued, 
it is mentioned that attached to the animal 

Pearls. which inhabits the “‘ Conch” shell are occasion- 

ally found pearls varying in colour, but when 

they are of a pink shade and possess a mottled sheen peculiar to 
these gems, they are of considerable value, those that attain great 
perfection in form, colour, and marking, commanding prices even 
in excess of the ordinary pearl in a similar state of perfection. 
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Miscellaneous. 





BAHAMAS—continued. 


Unquestionably the most important industry in the Bahamas is 
that of the sponge fishery. The following 

Sponge Fishery. table shows the quantity and value of sponges 
exported to the several countries named :— 











Country. Quantity.| Value. 
! Lbs. £ 
United Kingdom... oie aes esis ine oe eo} 179,797 8,867 
United States... se me _ — one e-| 752,382 50,339 
Holland ... _ ane wee son oe ote ---| 126,693 11,566 
France... den ie oa sod bee oie «| 100,455 13,866 
Germany ... _ el ‘ae ‘on _ on .--| 182,710 11,184 











265 schooners, of from 5 to 43 tons burthen, and 322 sloops, from 
1 to 16 tons burthen, with an aggregate tonnage of 5,952 tons, 
were engaged in this industry in 1902. 2,517 open boats were 
attached to the above-mentioned vessels, and 291 open boats were 
engaged in the industry along the shores of many of the islands. 
In the sea-going vessels 5,517 men and boys were engaged ; in the 
long shore boats 445 men ‘and boys ; and in clipping, sorting, and 
packing for export, 258 men and women. 


EGYPT. 
The following table showing the proportion, by countries, in 
Railwa which various Egyptian contracts for railway 
Suite J material were placed abroad during the past 
year, is taken from the recent report by Lord 
Cromer (Egypt No. 1, 1904) :— 























—- Value. 
£E. 
Great Britain sd iets itis die lak ni sia aia 172,525* 
Belgium ... one ove ose ees eas one ivi 112,409 
Austria- -Hungary .. one eee _ ook cee tia ese 40,760 
Germany ... was cee vin ase on sue o08 eee 33,285 
America ... sian ove on one wih ond ead wae 22,894 
Turkey... one ar coe one ods 006 one oat 17,169 
Italy one one ets oe aoe od ons wn pad 4,713 
France one oni a ons one ean sea oes oie 1,116 
zetal sw cee = sai eee eee _ 404,871 








* This is in addition to £E162,100 for coal. 


The principal British orders were for first-class carriages, 
electric-lighting plant, and signalling appliances. As regards 
this latter order, Major Blakeney, the traffic manager of the 
Kgyptian Railways, remarks: “It is, perhaps, worthy of note, 
while the present cry of British trade being on the decrease is 
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M iscellancous. 








~ —_— 


80 ned, that the firm which obtained the contract, ua ines 
tender was the lowest and most suitable, was English, and that 
it has been enterprising enough to send a capable representative 
to study the requirements of the country. It is conceivable that, 
if other British firms were to follow the same procedure, their 
trade would not fall off, despite foreign competition.” 

The Belgian contracts were mainly for roofs, bridges, and goods 
waggons, as to which Major Johnstone, the President of the Rail- 
way Board, writes: ‘“‘ It is work for which a very high standard of 
workmanship is not necessary, and the work turned out, under 
careful inspection, seems quite good enough for the purpose, while 
the prices are extremely low.” 

Germany sent, for the most part, locomotives and tyres. The 
American orders were mainly for oil, the Italian for stone, and the 
Turkish for timber. 





RUSSIA. 

A recent report by the British Commercial Agent in Russia states 
Téniperary Trade that according to the official “ Commercial and 
PR ok SG Industrial Gazette ” (St. Petersburg), of drd/16th 
’ March, it is proposed to organise a special 
temporary inter-Departmental Commission, under the presidency 
of the Assistant Minister of Finance, for the removal of difficulties, 
affecting trade and industry, called forth by military operations 

in the Far East. 





GERMANY. 
According to a memorandum received at the Foreign Office ayer 
Capital Invested the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy a 
Hee Berlin, the German “ Scientific Colonial - ee 
Colonies mittee,” in their Colonial Address Book for 
1904, estimate the amount of capital invested 
in the various German Prot ectorates as follows :— 




















No. of No. of . 
Undertakings. | Companies. Septtel. 

Pe tees ve! ae 3 
Cameroons ... sats re vel 39 16 828,000 
Kast Africa . rm ~~ 116 24 937,240 
South West Africa... aig on 207 20 2,962,050 
Togoland ... ve a a 39 2 61,500 
Kiaochau ... aa nae on 62 6 4,037,500 
In the South Seas ... we wine 131 6 483,550 
Total... io - ee 594 74 9,309,840 








It is only in the case of the more important undertakings that 
the working capital is stated as in the above table. There are also 
some 520 other undertakings; and, if to their joint capital be 
added the various capitals of the settlers in South-West Africa, 
East Africa, and Samoa, the estimated total of 15,000,000/. is 
probably. too little. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 16 Weeks ended 21st April, 1904. 


























Week ended 16 Weeks Week ended 16 Weeks 
stilted 2ist April, |,,°@4¢4. || ist April, | .. C2¢@4 
190% ’ | 21st April, 190 r? ? | 21st April, 
: 1904. . 1904. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No, No. No. 
American eee eee ses 56,398 837,786 2,170 119,766 
Brazilian eee ee0e eee 6,017 57,625 — 3,052 
East Indian ... _ wee 8,406 72,756 260 19,274 
Egyptian... ose eee 4,619 174,543 1,754 34,707 
Miscellaneous eee eee 1,516* 17,434 64 2,964 
Total ... se oe| 76,956 ~~‘ |-:1,160,144 4,248 179,763 




















* Including 88 bales British West Indian. 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 23rd April, 1904, and 


corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 








Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

ae a ~~ x’ 4. 

Week ended 23rd April, 1904 ws I'S “9 16 4 
Corresponding week in— 

1897 ... eee eee eee eee oa BF > 9 20 65 ay:* 8 

1898 ... sis sie ote abe | 38 4 27 «#210 18 ll 

1899 ... eee eee eee eee eco} 20 = 'Q 25 10 _. -o 

1900 ... —_ ott des —_ wn’ ae = AB 17 ll 

1901 ... eee ees ese eee we a 25 8 18 8 

1902 ... ove ott eee ene a ee Te 26 5 a ..§ 

1908 ... eee ese ose oce — ee 6 a 17 9g 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or. weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 












































188 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 






f Apr. 28, 1904, 












Account showing 


Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce ree, a into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
23rd April, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 










































































Week ended | Correspond- 
23rd April, ing week 
1904. in 1903. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls me gh — Calves ... =o. Number. 7,432 9,154 
Sheep and lambs i he " 6,640 9,099 
wine eee eee eee ese ee sti wil soned 
Horses... ate eve eve pm z 401 608 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... ese me - on eo Cwts. 87,602 73,889 
Mutton eee eee eee eee ee- +B) 85,730 106,806 
Pork il es a a re 9,235 11,248 
Salted reserved meat :— 
Bacon ie me _ _ oe Cwts. 93,643 77,979 
Beef eee eee eee eee ee bb] 1,324 2,807 
mee = - = Ft | | 
or. eee ece ee ? ’ 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. : 16,801 15,432 
Meat, preserved otherwise thanbysalting - 15,724 19,653 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter ece ece eee wae ee Cwts. 95,844 61,776 
ee see see eee ee 99 17,457 18,676 
eee dt eee oe ”? 27,472 eee 
ria fresh, in cans or drums ... os — 
9 cream ee eee eee ee 94 61 
33 condensed ... ove oo 9 19,670 19,359 
of cette otherkinds ...  .. - 18 4 
P ty eee eee eee eee ——— — 246,204 
0 try and game ee ae ue £ 18,281 
—" « ae te y 2681 19,020 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) eee find Owts, Ber 6,195 
Lard eee eee eece 35,028 
Corn . meal and flour : —_— 4 
TE oggadl be uak ay Cwts. 1,381,200 | 1,271,750 
Wheat meal and flour eet a 1" 277,100 299,066 
Barley... ee a eae * 512,000 462,826 
Oats SA gale RD > Ogre a on aa 8 193,800 269,511 
a. eee eee eee eee eee $9 pele 25,591 
let aig Sls oR 0 13,78 2,360 
wiain orIndiancorn <.. 3... 2 862,200 856,561 
raw :— 
Apples... _ eve op we Cwts. 46,591 22,812 
Apricots and peaches eee eee ees 99 1 vr 
ee ene ace an pore one oe. 73,699 56,269 
Tries eee eee eee see ee wts, — —- 
Currants eee eee eee ece ees ” _ au» 
Gooseberries eee eee eee eee ” — 20 
Grapes... =e nad “ Pe a 291 485 
Lemons eee eee eee see ee 9? 10,174 25,245 
Bile Eee” Cay ile: es o 187,478 165,557 
— eee oer eee eee ee 99 608 309 
ums eee ecco eee Bee ee ooE — 
Strawberries eee eee eee ee = 1 — 
Unenumerated ... ose ove - ” 977 2,383 
y see eee eee eee eee Cee Tons, 8,168 3,447 
Straw eee eee eee see tee eee 99 2,985 1,390 
Hops . eee eee eee see see vee Cwts. 851 262 
Vegetables, a a a a “ 8,100 9,200 
aren ’ Nae ee te 90,767 170,836 
Potatoes eee eee ece eee eee Cwts, ee on 
Unenumerated ers ae 18,600 12/149 
Vegetables, dried as Grats tag Cwts, 710 1,871 
; by canning ... ove . - 4,034 5,747 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost of ls. per copy, either 
directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, 
Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 11d. for the first, 
and 5s. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1898-1902, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country), and in the second volume details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th April :—State of the Labour Market in March; Diseases of 
Occupations in 1903; Workmen’s Compensation for Accidents in 
Belgium—New Law; Co-operative Distribution and Production 
in 1902; Employment and Output at Coal Mines; Recent 
Conciliation and Arbitration Cases ; Legal Cases affecting Labour ; 
Prices of Bread, Wheat, and Flour; Building Societies in 1902, 
&e., &e. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3,136. Trade of Amsterdam for 1903. 


Commerce seriously affected Considerable outlay on public 
by strike in early part of year. works: plans for extension of 

Details of chief imports: harbour have been approved, 
coffee, tobacco, sugar, cocoa, and the work will be carried 
cotton, tea, &c. out at once. 

Particulars of principal ex- Shipping returns: statistics 


ports: butter, cheese, &c. of imports and exports. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 3,137. Trade of Pomerania for 1903. 


Export trade from Stettin Possible openings for British 
again shows considerable im- trade: tinned meats, tea, ap- 
provement. ples, and bananas. 

Tables of British shipetig Detailed statistics of imports 
at Stettin and Swinemiinde: and exports at Stettin and 
table showing foreign seamen Swinemiinde. 


on British vessel visiting the 
port of Stettin. 


No. 3,138. Trade of Iceland for 1900-02. 


Exports for 1900 exceeded Alterations in import duties. 
the imports by 13,1551. Proposed establishment of 

Tables of imports and ex- wireless telegraphic communi- 
ports: importation of flour cation with Shetland Isles, 
from United Kingdom has Shipping returns. 


been increasing. 


No. 3,139. Trade of Servia for 1902 and First Nine Months of 1903. 


Table showing variation in distribution of the import and 
Servian trade for years 1898- export trade during 1901 and 
1902. 1902; 

Tables showing value and Details of transit trade. 


No. 3,140. Trade of Constantinople and District for 1903. 
Import, export, and shipping ment, railway and shipbuilding 


returns: details of cotton im- contracts. 
ports. Effect on trade of construc- 
Information as to Govern- tion of Bagdad railway. 


This publication also contains a report on the trade of Konia. 
No. 3,141. Trade of Tunis for 1902. 


General commercial move- Details of imports and ex- 
ment shows marked improve- ports. 
ment. Budget for 1902. 


Shipping returns. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 

British Cotton Cultivation. Report to the Board of Trade on 
Cotton Cultivation in the British Empire and in Egypt by Professor 
Wyndham Dunstan, F.R.S., Director of the faportal Institute at 
Nouth Kensington. (Cd. 2 020.) Price 1s. 

This Report has been prepared by the Director of the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington, and by members of the Scientific 
Staff, on the present position and prospects of cotton cultivation 
within the British Empire and Egypt. 

The volume, which is illustrated by a rough sketch map of the 
“cotton belt” of the world, contains a large amount of valuable 
material—much of it previously inaccessible to the public—which 
throws light on a question of great and increasing importance, not 
only to those parts of the British Empire which are capable of 
growing cotton, but also to the cotton spinners and manufa:turers 
of the United Kingdom, to whom the question of opening up new 
sources of supply of the raw material of their industry is already 
hecoming a grave and urgent problem. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


TuE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and. Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


























No. Place. Price|| No, Place, Price 
EUROPE— Russia : 
Belgium : 3128 | Odessa ... ...1902)} 24d. 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 3115 | Rostov-on-Don ow | oe 
Navigation ... ---1903) 1d. 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and Servia : 
| Commerce in 1902 and 3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 
| Budget Estimates for 1904| 2d. months of 1903) 1d. 
604 | Canals and other Navigable 
Waterways of Belgium ...\11}d. Sweden : 
3123 | Sweden .»-1902-04| 13d. 
Denmark : Turkey: 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 3140 | Constantinople 1903) 23d, 
tary) ii FS: 
3119 | Denmark (Financial AFRICA— 
condition) me 14d.|| 3122.) Alexandria _... .-.1902) 2d. 
3138 | Iceland... 1900-02) 13d.|| 3121 | Egypt ... ... 1887-1902) 23d. 
3135 | Liberia ... .-.1903) Id. 
3141 | Tunis ... ithe ...1902| 13d. 
France and French Colonies: 606 | Prospects of Growing Cotton 
3117 | Indo-China 1902} 1d. in the East Africa Pro- 
3130 | Nantes... oc ...1903} 1d. tectorate ... a | Ld. 
. 607 | Country Produce Traffic on 
the Uganda Railway | 1d. 
German Empire and Colonies : 
3129 | Estimates of the German AMERICA, NORTH— 
Empire .--1904) 1d. Mexico: 
3137 | Pomerania .-.1903} 2d. || 3112 | Mexico... +1902) 24d. 
601 | Technical Instruction in 
Germany : Special Schools United States of America: 
and Courses for Mechan- 3133 | Maryland, Virginia, 
; ical Engineering and West Virginia, and 
Electro-Technics ... ..| 43d. Kentucky +1903] 23d. 
602 | Textile Technical Schools in 
Germany: Development AMERICA, SOUTH— 
of the Textile Industries...| 5d. Argentina. 
603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 3131 | Argentine Finarices, 1902-03) 14d. 
many for Special Branches 
of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. Chile : 
3124 | Coquimbo 4d. 
Greece : 
3126 | Greece: Finances 7d. Colombia : 
3114 | Colombia 24d. 
Italy: 
3120 | Italy : Finances .-. 1903) 13d. Peru: 
3118 | South Italy... cco gy | 20. || 3134 Iquitos ... »-.1903| 3d. 
605 | Changes in the Distribution | 
of Works of Art in the | ASIA~— 
Royal Galleries of | China: 
Florence ...| 1d. || 3127 | Tientsin 1900-03] 644. 
Netherlands : PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
Amsterdam +1903 1d, || 3132 | Samoa ... ..-1903} 1d. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 


1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 





No. 














EUROPE— 
Denmark : 
Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the —ere of esaupie 
parcels ose pee oes a - 


Italy : 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement ~ Ay arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise . eee oes eee 


Spain: 
Agreement *between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise.. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America: 
Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 
Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 











COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 





Place. 











British Guiana 

Cyprus. 

Bahamas ie _ 
Jamaica... kein oe 








Miscellaneous. 











Place. 








Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 
Products ... ove 208 ave ses in pee see 


2d. 














